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kansas AGENDA

Monday, June 16
1 - 5:30 p.m. Leadership Summit on Biofuels and 

Cleantech San Diego Convention Center, Upper Level, 
Room 28 A-C 
*Please turn to Page 9 for additional details. 

3 – 8 p.m. BIO Career Fair  
Manchester Grand Hyatt, Ground Level, Douglas 
Pavilion, 5187 College Avenue, San Diego 
Kansas Booth is #733 
*Please turn to Page 9 for additional details.

Tuesday, June 17
1 – 2:30 p.m. KANSAS National Bio and  

Agro-Defense Facility (NBAF) Briefing 
Hotel Solamar, Solstice A, 435 6th Avenue, San Diego 
*Please turn to Page 10 for additional details.

3 p.m. KANSAS Tip-Off to BIO 2008  
San Diego Convention Center, Exhibit Hall, 
Kansas Pavilion 

3:15 – 6:30 p.m. BIO Exhibition Open  
San Diego Convention Center 

5 – 6:30 p.m.  Exhibitor Hospitality Receptions 
San Diego Convention Center, Exhibit Hall

5:30 - 7 p.m. BIO Public Officials Reception  
University Club, 750 B Street, San Diego

6:30 – 10 p.m. KANSAS Bioscience Industry 
Champions Celebration,  
Hotel Solamar, Pool Deck, 435 6th Avenue, San Diego 
*Please turn to Page 10 for additional details.

7:15 – 9 p.m. BIO Welcome Reception 
USS Midway, 910 North Harbor Drive, San Diego
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kansas AGENDA 

Wednesday, June 18
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. BIO Exhibition Open  

San Diego Convention Center

11 a.m. KANSAS News Conference
San Diego Convention Center, Room 7B
*Please turn to Page 10 for additional details. 

2:30 p.m. BIO 2008 Business Forum
San Diego Convention Center, Room 5B
KansasBio Jim Laufenberg, ImmunoGenetix, to present
*Please turn to Page 10 for additional details. 

5:30 – 7:30 p.m. KANSAS “Home of Champions” 
Reception 
Kansas City Barbeque,  
610 West Market Street, San Diego  
*Please turn to Page 11 for additional details. 

7 p.m. Council of State Bioscience Associations & State 
Government Relations Committee Dinner 
Osetra, 905 5th Avenue, San Diego

 
Thursday, June 19

10 a.m. – 5 p.m. BIO Exhibition Open 
San Diego Convention Center

7:45 – 9:30 p.m. BIO Gala Reception 
Gaslamp Quarter Block Party, 5th Avenue, San Diego

Friday, June 20
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. BIO Exhibition Open
San Diego Convention Center
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KANSAS ACTIVITIES

Leadership Summit on Biofuels and Cleantech
Monday, June 16 from 1 - 5:30 p.m. 
San Diego Convention Center, Upper Level 28 A-C 
Sponsored by: Bayer CropScience

Join industry leaders to discuss how biofuels and cleantech 
technology-related business models offer competitive returns 
for investors and customers while providing solutions to 
energy and environmental global challenges. This half-day 
summit will host two general sessions featuring key CEOs 
and global thought leaders followed by roundtables on 
“The New Biotech Revolution” and “The Convergence of 
Biotech and Cleantech.” You’ll walk away with new insight, 
business opportunities and relationships that catalyze 
growth into new biotechnology and cleantech markets. 
Open to One-Day Full Convention Access, Full Convention 
Access or Session Access registrations.

BIO Career Fair
Monday, June 16 from 3 – 8 p.m. 
Manchester Grand Hyatt, Ground 
Level, Douglas Pavilion 
5187 College Ave, San Diego 
Kansas Booth is #733

One of our primary goals at 
BIO 2008 will be to attract new 
talent to the state and region 
through targeted outreach to 
alumni, scientists and industry professionals in our key 
sub-sector areas. We are excited to announce that one of 
our strategies in fulfilling this goal is to coordinate Kansas’ 
presence and host a booth at the 2008 BIO Career Fair.  
This will be a great opportunity to recruit some of the top 
prospects that attend the BIO  
International Convention. 

We will feature 10 premier industry employers and highlight 
their current job openings from the Come Home to Kansas 
Web site. We will accept resumes and CV’s and provide 
them to our delegation sponsors. We will invite qualified 
job fair candidates to attend the Kansas Bioscience Industry 
Champions Celebration on Tuesday, June 17 at the Hotel 
Solamar.

Last year, there were a record number of employers, job 
postings and job seekers at the BIO Career Fair in Boston. 
The Career Fair drew an estimated 4,000 job seekers, 68 
exhibitors and 273 job postings. 
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KANSAS ACTIVITIES

KANSAS National Bio 
and Agro-Defense  
Facility (NBAF) Briefing
Tuesday, June 17 at 1 p.m. 
Hotel Solamar, Solstice A 
435 6th Avenue, San Diego 
(Refreshments provided)

This event will bring together members of the Heartland 
BioAgro Consortium, including legislators, governors, public 
officials, university and other research contacts who will be 
attending the BIO International Convention. We will provide 
an update on NBAF and Kansas’ efforts.

The briefing will include reasons why Kansas is exceptionally 
well-suited to be the new home for NBAF - Kansas offers 
unparalleled value with both the intellectual and physical 
assets needed to advance the NBAF mission most 
effectively and quickly, and the state’s agricultural heritage, 
smart workforce, visionary leaders, intellectual strength, 
transportation network and central location make it well 
suited for the challenges of a national bioscience project 
focused on food safety, animal health and human health.

KANSAS Bioscience Industry Champions Celebration
Tuesday, June 17 at 6:30 p.m.  
Hotel Solamar, Pool Deck 
435 6th Avenue, San Diego

KansasBio is “tipping-off” BIO 2008 with a reception 
honoring the state’s commitment to championship innovation 
and thriving bioscience and technology companies. 

You’re invited to the Kansas Bioscience Industry Champions 
Celebration on Tuesday, June 17 at one of the most 
beautiful venues in San Diego – the rooftop pool deck at 
the Hotel Solamar, overlooking downtown San Diego. This 
is a unique opportunity to learn about Kansas’ strengths 
in the biosciences as we will showcase our top talent and 
companies. 

You’ll enjoying networking with your colleagues from 
Kansas, as well as professionals from across the country 
looking to learn more about the biosciences in our state 
and opportunities to grow in Kansas. This invitation only, 
exclusive reception will be a chance for us to show how  
we can help bioscience professionals grow if they  
“Come Home to Kansas.”
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KANSAS ACTIVITIES

Plus, singer/songwriter Shevy Smith, 
a native Kansan, will perform at the 
celebration! Shevy grew up on a 
farm in Haven, Kansas, She began 
her ventures into music by way of 
classical piano at age four.  With an 
authenticity deeply rooted in the late 
70’s era of sunny California country-

rock, she quickly transferred her energy into hours of quality 
time spent with her guitar. Drawing upon influences like 
Tom Petty, Maria McKee and Emmylou Harris, Shevy’s tunes 
reflect a young, free-wheeling attitude coupled with lyrical 
substance. She is also a songwriter for Petty Cash Music, 
a publishing company based in her adopted hometown of 
Nashville, Tennessee. She is currently on tour supporting her 
sophomore release, September Songs.

Thank you to our sponsors: Polsinelli Shalton 
Flanigan Suelthaus PC, Kansas Bioscience Authority, 
Kansas Technology Enterprise Corporation, Bayer Animal 
Health, ICM, Inc., Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Kansas Department 
of Commerce, Beckloff Associates, Inc., CRB Consulting 
Engineers, Kansas City Area Development Council, 
Physicians Reference Laboratory, SAFC Bioscience, Ventria 
Bioscience and Via Christi Health System.

KANSAS News Conference
San Diego Convention Center, Room 7B at 11 a.m.

Kansas will make important announcements including the 
$7.4 million in human health investments approved by the 
Kansas Bioscience Authority and three national programs 
launched recently: the CBRI, the BRI Training Program and 
the CCRI. Plus, more exciting Kansas Bioscience news to  
be announced!

BIO 2008 Business Forum
San Diego Convention Center, Room 5B at 2:30 p.m. 
KansasBio Jim Laufenberg, ImmunoGenetix, will present 

at the BIO 2008 Business Forum.

“There is a real team spirit over the 
bioscience opportunities in Kansas. 
We are not only organized, but we 
are enthusiastic! In addition to the 
camaraderie and exposure at the 
Kansas Pavilion, the BIO Partnering 

Forum is an outstanding mechanism to get our companies’ 
stores out to potential industry partners.”
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KANSAS ACTIVITIES

KANSAS “Home of Champions” Reception
Wednesday, June 18 at 5:30 p.m. 
Kansas City Barbeque in San Diego 
610 West Market Street, San Diego

Games are always more fun with friends … especially 
friends from Kansas! Join us for the “Home of Champions” 
reception at Kansas City Barbeque in San Diego on 
Wednesday, June 18 at 5:30 p.m. 

That’s right – there’s a little piece of Kansas right in the 
heart of San Diego - Kansas City Barbeque is owned and 
operated by Kansans.

KansasBio and the Kansas Department of Commerce 
are working with our local research university alumni 
associations and their San Diego alumni chapters to  
expand attendance and show Kansans who have been 
living on the coast that there’s exciting stuff happening 
in Kansas including the “Come Home to Kansas” and 
bioscience initiatives.

San Diego Chargers’ Darren Sproles and  
Jeromey Clary will make a guest appearance at the 
event! These two Kansas State University standouts will be 
available for photos and autographs!

Darren Sproles
Running Back 
San Diego Chargers 
College: Kansas State University

After an injury that caused him to miss 
the entire 2006 season, Darren Sproles 
fought his way back, regained his job 

as the San Diego Chargers’ top return man in 2007 and 
performed so well that he was named as a second alternate 
to the AFC Pro Bowl squad. Coming from Kansas State, 
Darren was one of the most prolific runners and all-purpose 
performers in college football history. He played with 
the Wildcats from 2001 – 2004 and earned his degree 
in speech pathology. He set nearly every school record 
imaginable - 23 in all - and he is regarded by many as the 
best player in the 110-year history of Kansas State football. 
Darren was named Kansas Player of Year by USA Today 
and Kansas Hall of Fame Player of Year as a senior at 
Olathe North High School in 2000. 
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KANSAS ACTIVITIES

Jeromey Clary
Offensive Tackle 
San Diego Chargers 
College: Kansas State University

Jeromey Clary’s career took off in 
2007, and he heads into 2008 as 
the San Diego Chargers’ starting 

right tackle. Jeromey played at Kansas State from 2002 
– 2005 and graduated with a degree in psychology. He 
was a second-team All-Big 12 selection as a senior by 
the Associated Press, Kansas City Star, Austin American-
Statesman, Dallas Morning News, Fort Worth Star Telegram, 
Houston Chronicle, San Antonio Express-News and the 
league’s coaches. He was chosen to play in the 2006 East-
West Shrine Game. He was a three-time first-team Academic 
All-Big XII selection and named Kansas State’s Outstanding 
Lineman of Year as a junior and senior. As a senior, Jeromey 
earned team awards for Lifter of Year, Scholar-Athlete of 
the Year and the Paul Coffman Award for outstanding 
leadership, attitude and improvement.

Voice of the Kansas City Chiefs and former play-
by-play announcer for Kansas State University, 
Mitch Holthus will be the guest emcee at the event. Mitch 
is entering his 15th year as Voice of the Kansas City Chiefs, 
and for 13 years, Mitch was the Voice of the Kansas State 
Wildcats. 

Plus, special appearances will be made by Baby Jay and 
Willie the Wildcat!

Thank you to our sponsors: 
Kansas Department of Commerce, Kansas Bioscience 
Authority, Kansas Technology Enterprise Corporation, Bayer 
Animal Health, Hill’s Pet Nutrition, ICM, Inc., Kansas City 
Area Life Sciences Institute, Kansas National Bio- and Agro-
Defense Facility, Kansas State University, Kansas University 
Medical Center, the University of Kansas and Wichita State 
University.

We welcome our entire delegation to join us for a rockin’ 
tailgate party, some tasty barbeque and an opportunity 
to learn more about what Kansas is doing to recruit 
bioscience and technology professionals to “Come Home 
to Kansas.” 
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Kansas Pavilion, #1031

Kansas BIO 2008 Strategy
KansasBio is honored to be involved in three primary roles: 
coordinating the “Kansas presence” for the international 
convention; facilitating the formation of a delegation of 
stakeholders, sponsors and partners to make our collective 
investment of time and financial resources a success; 
and engaging a steering committee to develop cohesive 
strategic, marketing and messaging plans to utilize prior to, 
during and following the convention.

The past two years, both in Chicago and Boston, Kansas 
garnered significant attention at this competitive event – 
bolstering the image of Kansas as a bioscience leader 
and a “go to” place for bioscience companies, strategic 
partners for Kansas companies and investors looking for 
dedication and opportunity to grow the biosciences.

Our targeted strategy for Kansas’ presence  
at BIO 2008 will be:

n Continue to drive home the message about our strength 
areas by engaging scientists and business leaders in our 
key sub-sectors.

n Begin attracting new talent to the state and region 
through targeted outreach to alumni, scientists and 
industry professionals in these key sub-sector areas.

n Update our scorecard with recent statistics and relevant 
information to reflect the momentum of the bioscience 
industry growth through state investment by KBA and 
KTEC, private sector growth and industrial expansion, 
as well as commercialization and venture capital readiness.

Kansas Pavilion, #1031
Hill’s Pet Nutrition has donated the pavilion to KansasBio.

Pavilion graphics are branded to reflect the Kansas brand 
image “as big as you think.” The theme will be “Kansas. 
Thinking Big in Bioscience.” This is an opportunity to 
demonstrate a cohesive brand image statewide. 

The central focus of the Kansas Pavilion will be both the 
strength and diversity of our bioscience industry and its 
potential growth under the Kansas Economic Growth Act.

The Pavilion will extend to four sections: Animal Health, 
Human Life Science, Industrial/Biomass and Plant Science.
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Kansas Pavilion, #1031

The Pavilion will also showcase research based universities, 
regional strengths and Kansas historical significance.

Promotional Materials
While you are working at the Kansas Pavilion, you will 
have many resources at your fingertips.

The Spring/Summer BIO 2008 edition of the Kansas 
Bioscience Magazine will also be available for distribution. 
The magazine features the 2008 Kansas Bioscience Big 
Thinkers, the 2008 Kansas Bioscience Scorecard and other 
bioscience related articles including a feature on the “Come 
Home to Kansas” initiative.

On the Kansas Pavilion’s four plasma screens, KansasBio 
will feature a video highlighting the “Come Home 
to Kansas” initiative and testimonials from business 
professionals and university leaders. 

We will be encouraging attendees to visit the “Come Home 
to Kansas” Web site on one of our two laptop stations and 
sign up to view current job openings. KansasBio will also 
have invitations to our two evening receptions that will be 
distributed to BIO 2008 attendees.

Memorabilia from Kansas universities will be displayed  
in the shadow boxes.

Giveaways
We will have several giveaway items for attendees.

n Test tubes filled with chocolate covered sunflower seeds
n Kansas “Home of Champions” chocolate medallions
n Mini basketball hoop sets provided by the Kansas 

Bioscience Authority
n Luggage tags provided by KTEC promoting the SSTI 

Conference coming to Kansas in October 2009
n Pens provided by Bayer
n Flash drive bracelets provided by the Kansas 

Department of Commerce
n Two premier Big XII basketball tournament tickets, 

March 11 – 14, 2009 in Oklahoma City, and two 
premier Big XII football championship tickets, December 
5, 2008 in Kansas City - courtesy of Kevin Sweeney at 
Polsinelli, also legal counsel for the Big XII Conference, Inc.

n Bottles of Cal-C provided by NISTAC
n Additional giveaway items will be provided from 

additional sponsoring organizations



16 BIO ‘08

Kansas Pavilion, #1031

Come Home to Kansas - Wii Want YOU!
Our university student volunteers will be “scanning” 
attendees’ badges as they visit the Kansas Pavilion.  
We will randomly select winners to win Nintendo Wiis.

We will give away one Nintendo Wii on Wednesday,  
June 18 and one on Thursday, June 19. Attendees can 
check back on Thursday, June 19 after 3 p.m. to see if  
they won.

The Nintendo Wii giveaways are a play on words and 
themed after our BIO 2008 primary goal which is to attract 
new talent to the state and region through targeted outreach 
to alumni, scientists and industry professionals in our key 
sub-sector areas.

When you visit with attendees, make sure and ask them if 
they got “scanned.” Getting as many people “scanned” is 
very important: attendees get registered to win something, 
and we capture their information so we can continue to 
keep them updated about the Kansas biosciences.

Staff
The Kansas Pavilion will be staffed by a combination of 
industry experts, university leaders, sponsors, economic 
development representatives and college students.

Volunteers will greet attendees and tell our story that Kansas 
is a bioscience leader and a “go to” place for bioscience 
companies, strategic partners for Kansas companies and 
investors looking for dedication and opportunity to grow  
the biosciences.

Thank you to all our volunteers!

KansasBio Sky Box
The Kansas Pavilion offers a semi-private meeting area on 
the second floor of the Kansas Pavilion, suitable for up to 
16 people.

As a member of our Kansas Delegation, you can reserve 
the Sky Box for private meetings and/or interviews. 
Reservations can be made at anytime including during the 
convention by calling 785.296.3363.

The Sky Box is also a nice spot to rest your weary feet and 
grab a water or cold soda. Snacks will be available too for 
our Kansas Delegation!
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Scorecard & MESSAGING

Research and Development Capacity
Research and development (R&D) is crucial to long term 
growth in the biosciences. Already recognized as one of the 
best places in the country for R&D, Kansas has continued to 
increase its capacity for discovery through public funding 
and a remarkable commitment to its research universities and 
facilities. 

n Federal funding awarded for bioenergy research in 
Kansas will exceed $100 million in FY08. State funding 
has also substantially increased, up $11 million in FY07. 
Cumulative bioenergy research funds awarded as of 
December 2007 exceeded $13.5 million. Total private 
matching funds in 2007 were $75 million and have 
already reached $35 million in the first four months of 
2008.

n To recruit distinguished 
bioscientists to conduct 
their research and 
commercialization activities 
at Kansas research 
institutions, the Kansas 
Bioscience Authority’s (KBA) 
Eminent Scholar Program 

and Rising Star Program awarded three scholars $8 
million in grants in FY08. These scholars are leaders in 
animal health, biomaterials and drug delivery.

Kansas Research Matching Fund Program  
and the Kansas R&D Voucher Program.

n Annual funding for the biosciences in 2007 was  
$26.5 million, with an estimated $36.5 million 
committed for 2008.

n Examples of collaborative industry academic research 
programs include the Kansas Technology Enterprise 
Corporation (KTEC) Centers of Excellence, which include 
the: Advanced Manufacturing Institute, Kansas State 
University; Biotechnology Innovation and Optimization 
Center, University of Kansas; Grain Research, Analysis, 
Industry, Nutrition and Security Center, Kansas State 
University; Information & Telecommunication Technology 
Center, University of Kansas; Kansas Polymer Research 
Center, Pittsburg State University; and the National 
Institute for Aviation Research, Wichita State University.
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Scorecard & MESSAGING
n This year a $2.5 million 

Collaborative Biosecurity 
Research Initiative (CBRI) was 
launched to support inter-
institutional research to: (1) 
develop countermeasures for 
foreign-animal diseases; (2) 
provide advanced test and 
evaluation capability for threat 
detection, vulnerability and 
countermeasure assessment for 
animal and zoonotic diseases; 
(3) support licensure of vaccine countermeasures through 
essential animal-model testing and evaluation; and (4) 
strengthen biosecurity capabilities of institutions serving 
certain regions and populations, such as students 
underrepresented in biosecurity research.

Commercialization 
Kansas is finding innovative ways to turn ideas into viable 
financial successes, either through the creation of a business 
or through the licensing of an idea to a receptor.

n Kansas funds pre-commercialization research and proof 
of concept activities through the Bioscience Innovation 
and Matching Fund and the KTEC Proof of Concept 
Fund.

n The annual size of pre-commercialization research and 
proof of concept funding was $5.5 million in FY07 and 
is already at $8 million in FY08.

n Kansas provides tax incentives to investors in early stage 
companies through the annual $6 million Kansas Angel 
Tax Credit Program and other regional angel networks.

n As of 2008, Kansas has two university affiliated research 
parks with commercially available wet lab space and 
two business assistance incubators with commercially 
available wet lab space.

n Kansas offers a sales tax exemption on equipment 
purchased by companies for use in bioscience R&D and 
biomanufacturing. Kansas also offers R&D tax credits 
modeled on the federal R&D credit.

n In support of our emerging bioscience companies, 
Kansas allows carry forward of net operation losses 
(NOL), with five years of carry forward allowed.
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n Kansas Bioscience Centers of Innovation are being 

created by the KBA to take advantage of the strength 
of existing Kansas bioscience institutions. They are 
designed to be specialized research centers focusing on 
the state’s areas of expertise, including:  
• Biomaterials (medical devices and diagnostics) 
• Animal sciences 
• Bioenergy 
• Drug discovery 
• Healthcare IT 
• Oncology   
• Plant science

Entrepreneur-Focused Programs and Alliances
The biosciences in Kansas are supported by a number 
of private and public entities, including the KBA, KTEC, 
KansasBio and the Kansas Department of Commerce. In 
addition to helping firms raise capital, these groups have 
created some of the most innovative entrepreneur-focused 
programs and alliances in the nation.

n Heartland BioVentures, a program of the KBA, 
is devoted to the formation of start-ups that are 
commercializing innovations from research institutions 
across Kansas. It emphasizes business formation and 
acceleration to grow bioscience companies and help 
them raise capital.

n KTEC PIPELINE identifies talented entrepreneurs in 
the biosciences and matches them with best–in-class 
training, resources and mentors. Launched in 2006, the 
ground-breaking program also provides participants 
with a $36,000 stipend for discretionary use while 
exploring start-up opportunities.

Talent Development Initiatives
n Kansas has designed a program to attract bioscience 

talent to the state. “Come Home to Kansas” (www.
comehometokansas.com) is an initiative with a web 
portal aimed at attracting those interested in Kansas to 
come to the state to work at fast growing bioscience, 
healthcare and information technology companies. This 
initiative is in direct response to KansasBio’s workforce 
task force study, which in 2007 reflected a high level of 
demand for talent recruitment programs within private 
sector industry.
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Scorecard & MESSAGING
n The University of Kansas, in conjunction with the 

animal health industry, recently developed an Animal 
Health MBA. Kansas and the region have the largest 
concentration of animal health companies in the world, 
known as the Animal Health Corridor. This MBA program 
is designed for candidates with PhDs in the sciences, 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) degrees or 
backgrounds suitable for future employment in the animal 
health industry. Bayer Healthcare is the first corporate 
partner to take advantage of this opportunity, and 
additional participants are expected to soon join in this 
collaboration with the KU School of Business. Program 
participants benefit from a customized curriculum 
designed to meet the needs of individuals seeking to 
combine a working knowledge of the animal health 
industry with business and management expertise. 

n A shortage of licensed veterinary technicians has resulted 
in a partnership between Colby Community College 
in Colby, Kan and the Veterinary Medicine College at 
Kansas State University. For 34 years, the veterinary 
technology program at Colby has graduated veterinary 
technicians who enjoy a solid reputation for excellence 
with veterinarians in Kansas and surrounding states. 
Colby proposes to extend the college’s expertise in 
veterinary technology instruction to a satellite location at 
Kansas State University which will begin to meet industry 
needs.

n Specialized bioscience programs in the K-12 levels have 
been instituted since 2006, including an integrated 
bioscience education program at the Southeast Kansas 
Education Service Center in Greenbush, Kansas that 
includes curriculum distance learning and teacher 
training. The program disseminates bioscience curriculum 
to K-12 institutions statewide.

n Several Kansas school districts including Blue Valley, 
DeSoto, Junction City, Olathe and Wichita have 
incorporated specialized bioscience curriculum.

Business Recruitment
Perhaps the best indication of Kansas’ emergence as a 
leading bioscience state is the world class companies who 
have chosen Kansas as the place to come home to grow. 
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n The KBA, in partnership with the City of Olathe and 

Kansas State University, awarded $7.6 million for 
the development of the 105-acre Kansas Bioscience 
Park in Olathe that will be home to the K-State Olathe 
Innovation Campus and a number of growing bioscience 
companies.

n The Olathe Innovation Campus brings K-State’s expertise 
to Johnson County to focus on commercially viable 
applied research and technology discovery in animal 
health, plant science, food safety and security, bioenergy, 
and other relevant areas.

n Kansas achieved a 2008 Top 10 Pro Business State 
ranking by Pollina Corporate Real Estate.

n The Kansas Bioscience Park’s first announced anchor 
tenant is Fort Dodge Animal Health, which announced 
it would use the site for a $40 million research and 
development expansion, providing more than 215 new jobs. 

n Other companies choosing Kansas as the place 
to expand in FY08 include Remel, a subsidiary of 
Thermo Fisher Scientific; Ventria Bioscience; Abengoa; 
Xenometrics; XenoTech; CritiTech; IdentiGEN; 
OsteoGeneX; KC BioMediX; Innovia Medical;  
Edenspace Systems Corporation; and PRA International.

Supportive Policy Making
n Nearly 40 percent of the Kansas Legislature banded 

together to form a Bioscience & Information Technology 
Caucus, which has bi-partisan leadership participation  
in both the House and the Senate. 

n In support of Manhattan’s bid to attract the National Bio 
and Agro-defense Facility (NBAF), the Kansas Legislature 
overwhelmingly supported a $105 million bonding 
initiative in support of the project and unanimously 
passed a resolution of support to be delivered to the 
President of the United States. 

n In direct response to the state’s need for pharmacists 
and technicians, the Kansas Legislature this year passed 
a $50+ million bond to expand pharmacy programs in 
both the northeast and south central parts of the state 
for the University of Kansas and the University of Kansas 
Medical Center. This funding will allow an increase of 
nearly twice the number of pharmacy students admitted 
each year.
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Kansas Themes for Bio 2008

Overarching themes

n A leader in bioscience innovation: Great things are 
happening in bioscience in Kansas. Our researchers 
and businesses are proven national leaders in scientific 
innovation and business success:

• Drug discovery and delivery
• Animal health
• Biofuels
• Biocomposites
• Plant biology

n Tremendous support not just to help bioscience succeed, 
but thrive: In Kansas, researchers and entrepreneurs 
have a committed partner for success. We are uniquely 
positioned to provide financial investment, offer strategic 
guidance and bring the right people and organizations 
together so bioscience can thrive.

n Now is the time to seize 
opportunity: Kansas is 
attracting top scholars 
and researchers with its 
tremendous infrastructure 
and resources. Leading 
businesses have created 
a powerful bio corridor 
in the state. And with 
a wide range of assistance available, there is no better 
place or time to seize opportunity and build a successful 
bioscience enterprise.

Convention-specific themes
n Significant new investments in human health: At Bio’08, 

the Kansas Bioscience Authority will further solidify the 
state’s reputation for human health innovation with $7.4 
million in new investments supporting advances in the 
treatment of cancer, HIV, osteoporosis and dehydration, 
as well as in pharmaceutical development. This is just 
one piece of the state’s $581 million commitment to 
bioscience research and industrial growth.
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Kansas Themes for Bio 2008
n Attracting the best and brightest: At Bio 2008, we will 

be promoting three national initiatives ($6.5 million) 
that encourage the best and brightest from around the 
country to collaborate with Kansas researchers and 
benefit from Kansas’ expertise.

• Collaborative 
Cancer 
Research 
Initiative (human 
health)

• Collaborative 
Biosecurity Research Initiative  
(animal and plant health)

• Biosecurity Research Institute Training and Education 
Program (biosafety)

n Animal-health leadership: At Bio 2008, Kansas will 
continue talkingv about the critical importance of 
building the National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility to 
protect the food supply and agriculture economy, while 
reiterating that the state’s animal-health leadership and 
expertise should attract the lab to Kansas on the merits.

n “Come Home to Kansas”: Our invitation to Bio 2008 
convention attendees — We invite you to come home 
to bioscience innovation and strength. We invite you 
to ”Come Home” to a place that will invest on your 
success. We invite you to come home to Kansas.
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kaNSaS BIG thINkeRS

The history of Kansas has been shaped by the state’s 
biggest thinkers, its most daring pioneers and its 
most creative innovators. To recognize the efforts of 
extraordinary Kansans, KansasBio has once again named 
several industry and policy leaders as Big Thinkers. This 
year’s Big Thinkers were selected for their bold leadership 
in bioscience innovation and their contributions to 
bioscience research, commercialization, policy, industry 
growth and expansion.

The nominees are part of the Kansas Bioscience strategy 
to showcase historical strengths and new innovation in 
biosciences in Kansas—and they’re pretty darn good 
advertisements, if we do say so ourselves.

Michael C. Beckloff
President  
Beckloff Associates, Inc.

n Founded in 1976, Beckloff 
Associates, Inc. assists 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
clients in bringing new products  
to market. 

n Beckloff leads a team  
of scientists and project managers with extensive 
international regulatory experience that have  
successfully supported worldwide drug development 
across a broad range of therapeutic categories and 
virtually all types of  
product formulations. 

n His service as Chairman of the Kansas Bioscience 
Organization and selection as Mentor of the Year for 
the KTEC PIPELINE are further acknowledgement of 
Beckloff’s commitment and contributions to the  
bioscience industry’s growth.
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Patricia (Trish) Brasted
President & CEO  
Wichita Technology  
Corporation 

Managing Member  
Wichita Technology  
Ventures, L.L.C.

n Under the leadership of Brasted, the 
Wichita Technology Corporation has  
consulted with hundreds of 

entrepreneurs, assisted in raising over $80 million dollars from 
private investors leveraged into 40 technology companies 
that represent over 60 patented technologies. 

n Brasted has been selected as Chair of the National 
Association of Seed and Venture Funds (NASVF), as a 
result of her leadership in the area of assisting emerging 
companies.

n A founding member of the first angel organization in Kansas, 
the Midwest Venture Alliance (MVA), she also created a 
branch in Southeast Kansas (SEKVA); and launched the 
“Rural Kansas Angel Initiative.”

Richard R. Deluca
President  
Fort Dodge Animal Health

n Joining Wyeth in 1988, Richard 
DeLuca was recently named President  
of Fort Dodge Animal Health.

n Fort Dodge Animal Health, a leading 
manufacturer and marketer of animal 
health products, employs 3,400 people 

worldwide and serves the U.S. and International markets, 
distributing products to more than 100 countries.  

n The company, headquartered in Overland Park, will open a new 
$40 million research and development facility as an anchor 
tenant in the Kansas Bioscience Park in Olathe, significantly 
expanding the company’s footprint in the state.

Patricia (Trish) Brasted
President & CEO  
Wichita Technology  
Corporation 

Managing Member  
Wichita Technology  
Ventures, L.L.C.

n Under the leadership of Brasted, the 
Wichita Technology Corporation has  
consulted with hundreds of 

entrepreneurs, assisted in raising over $80 million dollars from 

Richard R. Deluca
President  
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of Fort Dodge Animal Health.
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manufacturer and marketer of animal 
health products, employs 3,400 people 

worldwide and serves the U.S. and International markets, 



26 BIO ‘08

kaNSaS BIG thINkeRS

Bruce FergusonBruce Ferguson
Chairman, President and Chief Executive 
Officer, Edenspace Systems Corporation 

n Edenspace Systems Corporation, 
recently announced completion 
of a $10 million Series A financing 
package. The company has annual 
revenues of $1 billion and more than 
2,500 employees.

n Ferguson is a member of the Kansas 
Innovation Consortium and the Center for the Study of the 
Presidency’s “Agenda 2008 Study Group on Presidential 
Chemistry Science and Technology Advisory Assets.”

n At Harvard Business School, he co-founded Orbital 
Sciences in 1982, a $500 million-a-year public company.

n Fortune has referred to Ferguson as a CEO “known  
for  out-of-this-world concepts that make money” and  
a “green pioneer.”

Roy Jensen, MD
Director  
University of Kansas  
Cancer Center

n In 2004, Jensen became the director 
of the University of Kansas Cancer 
Center, implementing a vision toward 
achieving the National Cancer 
Institute’s (NCI) designation as a 
Comprehensive Cancer Center.

n  Jensen has been at the forefront in the characterization of  
premalignant and malignant breast lesions. His laboratory 
was instrumental in demonstrating the role of BRCA1 in the 
growth control of normal and malignant cells and in how 
loss of BRCA1 function contributes to the development of 
breast cancer.

n He also serves as director of the Kansas Masonic Cancer 
Research Institute (KMCRI), the research arm of the cancer 
center. Jensen is the first recipient of the William R. Jewell, 
MD Distinguished Kansas Masonic Professorship in 
Cancer Research. 
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Olga B. Koper, Ph.D.
Vice President Technology & Technical 
Services, Chief Technology Officer 
NanoScale Corporation

n As the first full time  
employee of NanoScale, joining the 
company in 1996, she played a key 
role in the start-up and growth of the 
company that currently employs 50 
associates. 

n Koper has developed her experience in the synthesis  
and optimization of novel reactive nanomaterials 
for chemical and bio related applications, including 
environmental remediation, odor control and 
destruction of chemical and biological warfare agents. 

n She has authored and co-authored more than 20 
papers and co-holds 17 patents for composition and 
applications of nanomaterials.

n As a member of the KTEC PIPELINE charter class she 
was chosen as the “Innovator of the Year.”

Tracy B. Taylor
President & CEO 
Kansas Technology Enterprise Corporation 
(KTEC)

n Taylor provided the leadership role 
in creation of the Kansas Economic 
Growth Act (KEGA) in 2004, 
resulting in the statewide bioscience 
initiative. 

n Taylor’s focus on insuring Kansas 
is at the forefront of technology-based economic 
development has led to creation of innovative programs 
such as the “Come Home to Kansas” initiative and 
KTEC PIPELINE.

n He co-founded the Kansas Bioscience Organization 
in 2004 and continues to serve on the KansasBio 
board of directors. Taylor is currently working to form 
a similar Software and Information Technology industry 
organization in Kansas.
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Bioscience & Information 
Technology Caucus

During the last two years, KansasBio has engaged in 
educational advocacy with the Legislature. In 2006 
and 2007, KansasBio organized industry tours to help 
legislators meet bioscience industry CEOs and see their 
companies first-hand. In 2007, KansasBio helped form 
the Kansas Bioscience and Technology Caucus in an 
effort to enhance the level of communication between the 
bioscience industry and the Kansas Legislature. Kansas is 
one of only two states in the Midwest to have formed such 
a key consortium. The caucus is a forum for legislators to 
gain insight into our industry’s asset base and provides, 
in turn, an opportunity for KansasBio members to engage 
in dialogue with legislators. The 65-member caucus works 
directly with us to access private sector industry leaders and 
carry their messages into the chambers of the legislature.

A special thanks to Kansas Senate President Steve Morris 
for his leadership effort in the creation of the Bioscience & 
Information Technology Caucus and his tireless commitment 
to supporting the bioscience industry throughout the state of 
Kansas and the region.

Bioscience & Information Technology  
Caucus Members:

Senator Barbara Allen 	 District 8	 Overland Park
Representative Barbara Ballard	 District 44	 Lawrence
Senator Karin Brownlee	 District 23	 Olathe
Senator Terry Bruce	 District 34	 Hutchinson
Representative Sydney Carlin	 District 66	 Manhattan
Representative Pat Colloton	 District 28	 Leawood
Representative Barbara Craft	 District 65	 Junction City
Representative David Crum	 District 77	 Augusta
Representative Nile Dillmore	 District 92	 Wichita
Senator Les Donovan	 District 27	 Wichita
Representative Oletha Faust-Goudeau 	 District 84	 Wichita
Senator Marci Francisco	 District 2	 Lawrence
Representative Delia Garcia	 District 103	 Wichita
Representative Doug Gatewood	 District 1	 Columbus
Representative Mario Goico	 District 100	 Topeka
Representative Lana Gordon	 District 52	 Topeka
Representative Raj Goyle	 District 87	 Wichita
Representative Tom Hawk	 District 67	 Manhattan
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Bioscience & Information 
Technology Caucus CONT.

Representative Terrie Huntington	 District 25	 Fairway
Senator Nick Jordan	 District 10	 Shawnee
Senator Laura Kelly	 District 18	 Topeka
Representative Annie Kuether	 District 55	 Topeka
Senator Janis Lee	 District 36	 Kensington
Representative Bill Light	 District 124	 Rolla
Representative Judy Loganbill	 District 86	 Wichita
Representative Steve Lukert	 District 62	 Sabetha
Senator Julia Lynn	 District 9	 Olathe
Representative Ann Mah	 District 53	 Topeka
Representative Melody McCray-Miller	 District 89	 Wichita
Senator Carolyn McGinn	 District 31	 Sedgwick
Representative Dennis McKinney	 District 116	 Greensburg
Representative Joe McLeland	 District 94	 Wichita
Representative Ray Merrick	 District 27	 Stilwell
Representative Ronnie Metsker	 District 24	 Overland Park
Senator Steve Morris	 District 39	 Hugoton
Representative Tom Moxley	 District 68	 Council Grove
Representative Cindy Neighbor	 District 18	 Shawnee
Representative Bill Otto	 District 9	 LeRoy
Senator Roger Pine	 District 3	 Lawrence
Senator Roger Reitz	 District 22	 Manhattan
Representative Marc Rhoades	 District 72	 Newton
Senator Jean Schodorf	 District 25	 Wichita
Representative Don Schroeder	 District 74	 Inman
Representative Sharon Schwartz	 District 106	 Washington
Representative Tom Sloan	 District 45	 Lawrence
Senator Chris Steineger	 District 6	 Kansas City
Representative Vern Swanson	 District 64	 Clay Center
Representative Annie Tietze	 District 56	 Topeka
Representative Ed Trimmer	 District 78	 Winfield
Senator Dwayne Umbarger	 District 14	 Thayer
Representative Jim Ward	 District 88	 Wichita
Representative Vince Wetta	 District 80	 Wellington
Representative Kenny Wilk	 District 42	 Lansing
Representative Jerry Williams	 District 8	 Chanute
Representative Valdenia Winn	 District 34	 Kansas City
Representative Kay Wolf	 District 21	 Prairie Village
Senator David Wysong	 District 7	 Mission Hills
Representative Kevin Yoder	 District 20	 Overland Park
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General Information

Getting Around San Diego - Transportation
If you are staying at the Hotel Solamar, the San Diego 
Convention Center is within walking distance. It is about a 
5 - 10 minute walk.

If you are staying at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel & 
Marina, the San Diego Convention Center is about four 
miles away – about a 10 minute cab ride.

BIO will also offer complimentary shuttle service to and from 
the Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina and the San 
Diego Convention Center. There will be a detailed shuttle 
bus schedule available at the front desk or concierge of  
the Sheraton.

Both hotels are within eight miles of the San Diego 
International Airport – the best mode of transportation  
will be a taxi cab.

About San Diego
California’s second largest city and the United States’ 
seventh largest, San Diego boasts a citywide population 
of nearly 1.3 million residents and more than 2.8 million 
residents countywide. Within its borders of 4,200 square 
miles, San Diego County encompasses 18 incorporated 
cities and numerous other charming neighborhoods and 
communities.

San Diego is renowned for its idyllic climate, 70 miles of 
pristine beaches and a dazzling array of world-class family 
attractions. Popular attractions include the world-famous 
San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal 
Park, Sea World San Diego and 
LEGOLAND California. San Diego 
offers an expansive variety of things 
to see and do, appealing to guests of 
all ages from around the world.
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San Diego’s arts and culture and culinary arts are 
booming. The hottest, new culinary arts talents prepare 
award-winning meals throughout the regions 6,400 eating 
establishments. Balboa Park, the largest urban cultural park 
in the U.S., is home to 15 museums, numerous art galleries, 
beautiful gardens, the Tony Award-winning The Globe 
Theatres and the world-famous San Diego Zoo.

San Diego County also features 92 
golf courses and a variety of exciting 
participatory and spectator sports, 
beachfront resorts and luxury spas, 
gaming, a dynamic downtown 
district, annual special events and 
unique holiday offerings, multicultural 
festivals and celebrations, colorful neighborhoods and 
communities, a rich military history and much more.

About the San Diego Gaslamp Quarter
In the historic Gaslamp Quarter, consisting of 16½-blocks 
around Fourth and Fifth Avenues, grand Victorian-era 
buildings are home to more than 100 of the city’s finest 
restaurants, 35 pubs and nightclubs and 100 retails shops, 
as well as theaters, art galleries, offices and residential/
work lofts. When the sun sets, this downtown neighborhood 
attracts thousands of diners, shoppers, theatergoers, and 
nightclub patrons.

About BIO 2008
BIO performs many services for members, but none of 
them is more visible than the BIO International Convention, 
the largest biotechnology event in the world. The BIO 
International Convention helps BIO fulfill its mission to help 
grow the global biotech industry.

The BIO International Convention features keynotes 
and sessions from key policymakers, scientists, CEOs, 
and celebrities. Past speakers include President George 
W. Bush, President Bill Clinton, Michael J. Fox, Her 
Majesty Queen Noor of Jordan, among many others. The 
convention also includes hundreds of sessions covering 
biotech trends, policy issues and technological innovations 
and the world’s largest biotechnology exhibition.

More than 20,000 people are expected to attend BIO 
2208. There are more than 2,200 exhibitors, 60+ pavilions 
and Product Focus Zones showcasing the latest trends, 
global ideas and innovations! There are 175 breakout 
sessions, six super sessions and two keynote luncheons.
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Kansas Delegation

David Adkins	 University of Kansas Medical Center
Caleb Asher	 Kansas Department of Commerce
Rod Barnes	 City of Junction City
Michael Beckloff	 Beckloff Associates, Inc.
Rudy Beese	 Sonnenschein
Chad Bettes	 Kansas Bioscience Authority
Alfred Botchway	 Xenometrics LLC
John Boyce	 Polsinelli Shalton Flanigan Suelthaus PC
Jennifer Brandt	 KansasBio
Kevin Brettmann	  JE Dunn Construction Company
Erica Brown	 Univeristy of Kansas Medical Center
Paul Brown	 Fort Dodge Animal Health
Jagdeep Buch	 Bayer Animal Health
Lyle Buter		  Manhattan Area Chamber of Commerce
Troy Carlson	 Initiatives, Inc.
Joni Cobb		 KTEC PIPELINE
Archie Cullen	 SAFC Biosciences
Mary Cummings	 Kansas Bioscience Authority
Eric Danielson 	 Treanor Architects
Christian Darabant	 Physicians Reference Laboratory
Scott Deeter	 Ventria Bioscience
Bill Duncan	 Kansas City Area Life Sciences Institute
Ron Fehr		  City of Manhattan
Jo Feldmann	 Topeka Chamber of Commerce
Alan Felton	 Felton Medical, Inc.
Bruce Ferguson	 Edenspace Systems Corporation
Ron Frierson	 Kansas Department of Commerce
Keith Gary	 Kansas City Area Life Sciences Institute
Kent Glasscock	 National Institute for Strategic Technology 		

		  Acquisition & Commercialization
Megan Goates	 University of Kansas
Michael Good	 Via Christi Research/Via Christi Health Ststem
Stephanie Grinage	 KU Endowment
Sam Hamm	 University of Kansas
Jeff Hargroves	 ProPharma Group, Inc.
Andrew Hoelscher	 Hoelscher Agriculture Development
Mitch Holthus	 Voice of the Kansas City Chiefs
Mark Hrinya	 KTEC
Terri Huntington  	 Kansas State Representative 
Jessica Huston	 Shawnee Economic Development Council
Chad Jackson	 National Institute for Strategic Technology 		

		  Acquisition & Commercialization
Roy Jensen	 Univeristy of Kansas Medical Center
Tom Kaczka	 Beckloff Associates, Inc.
Janice Katterhenry	 Kansas Bioscience Authority
Steve Kelly	 Kansas Department of Commerce



33

Kansas Delegation

M.H. Khalil	 Beckloff Associates, Inc. 
Tom Klug		  Haake Companies
Olga Koper	 NanoScale Corporation
Angela Kreps	 KansasBio
Greg Krissek	 ICM, Inc.
Jim Laufenberg	 ImmunoGenetix Therapeutics, Inc.
Bill Mahood	 Polsinelli Shalton Flanigan Suelthaus PC
John Majerus	 City of Junction City
Don Marvin	 Identigen North America, Inc.
Ed McKechnie	 Watco Companies	
Mariel Metzenthin	 University of Kansas
Ben Mitchell	 CRB Consulting Engineers
Jim Mitchell	 Kansas Bioscience Authority	
Tara Nealey	 Polsinelli Shalton Flanigan Suelthaus PC	
Cindy Neighbor 	 Kansas State Representative	
Sharon Newman	 Kansas City Area Life Sciences Institute	
Stu Nibbelink	 Bayer Animal Health	
Carey Novak	 Univeristy of Kansas	
John Novak	 JE Dunn Construction Company 
John Pagen	 Manhattan Area Chamber of Commerce	
Lynn Parman	 Kansas City Area Development Council	
Kelly Pearl		 KTEC	
Kelly Pierce	 KansasBio	
Adrian Polansky	 Kansas Department of Agriculture	
Erika Rich		 Sceptor Industries	
Jason Robertson	 CRB Consulting Engineers
Jeff Rozelle	 CRB Consulting Engineers
Carolyn Rynard	 Beckloff Associates, Inc.	
Bill Sanford	 Kansas Bioscience Authority Board
Nicole Schmidt 	 University of Kansas
Julie Scott		 Polsinelli Shalton Flanigan Suelthaus PC	
Teddy Scott	 Polsinelli Shalton Flanigan Suelthaus PC	
Pam Sharitz-Tesch	 Kansas City Area Life Sciences Institute
Stephanie Sharp	 KansasBio
Duane Simpson	 Kansas Agribusiness Retailers Association
Ray Smilor	 Kansas Bioscience Authority Board
Kevin Sweeney	 Polsinelli Shalton Flanigan Suelthaus PC
Tracy Taylor	 KTEC
Kelsi Thornton	 KansasBio
Tom Thornton	 Kansas Bioscience Authority
Tracey Truitt	 Polsinelli Shalton Flanigan Suelthaus PC
Greg Unruh	 Ventria Bioscience
Bob Walker	 Bayer HealthCare, LLC – Animal Health Division
Paul Wooley 	 Kansas Eminent Scholar
Patrck Woolley	 Polsinelli Shalton Flanigan Suelthaus PC
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KANSAS BIOSCIENCE AUTHORITY
25501 West Valley Parkway, Suite 100

Olathe, KS 66061
www.kansasbioauthority.org

KANSAS BIOSCIENCE ORGANIZATION
8527 Bluejacket Street

Lenexa, KS 66214
www.kansasbio.org

KANSAS BIOSCIENCE AUTHORITY
25501 West Valley Parkway, Suite 100

www.kansasbio.org

KANSAS BIOSCIENCE ORGANIZATION
8527 Bluejacket Street

KANSAS TECHNOLOGY ENTERPRISE CORPORATION
214 Southwest Sixth Street, First Floor

Topeka, KS 66603
www.ktec.com

Kansas.
We Will Help You Grow!

POCKET GUIDE

KANSAS AT BIO 2008 CONVENTION
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